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One aspect of Gerald Ford’s 
past many people may not re- 
| call is Ford’s participation as 
I one of the seven members of the 
so-called “Warren Commis- 
sion” — the presidential panel 
appointed by Lyndon Johnson to 
investigate the 1963 assassina- 
tion of John Kennedy. 

The Warren-Commission de- 
clared in September of 1964 that 
Lee Harvey Oswald had acted 
alone in shooting down President 
Kennedy. Gerald Ford later be- 
came the most out-spoken com- 
missioner in support of the “lone 
assassin” conclusion when it came 
under attack by critics. 

Ford, in fact, became so close- 
ly associated with defending the 
commission’s “lone assassin” 
conclusion that he wrote a book 
in 1965, painting a picture of 
Oswald as the assassin type. 
That book, titled Portrait of the 
Assassin, is the only book Ger- 
aid Ford has ever written. 

In his book, Ford reveals, for 
the first, time, that the Warren. 
Commission received what he 
terms “startling evidence” that 
Oswald had been a paid, under- 
cover informer for the F.B.I. at 
the time he allegedly assassinat- 
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ed President Kennedy. 

In a rather surprising admis- 
sion, Ford states that the seven 
commissioners, in January' of 
1964, held a highly secret meet- 
ing in Washington to discuss how 
to handle the evidence which re- 
portedly linked Oswald to the 
F.B.I. The source of this “start- 
ling evidence” Ford writes, was 
the-then Texas Attorney Gen- 
erald Waggoner Carr. 

The Warren Commission’s fin- 
al report, its 26-volumes of sup- 
porting evidence and its hundreds 
of thousands of documents since 
donated to the national archives 
fail to contain a single reference 
to this secret meeting or to At- 
torney General Carr’s allega- 
tions as revealed by Ford. One 
index card from the Commis- 
sion’s files indicates, however, 
that the minutes of the January 
1964 meeting were intentionally 
destroyed by the Commission. 

Ironically, if something should 
break on the J.F.K. assassina- 
tion-case in the future, Gerald 
Ford. — because of his deep in- 
volvement in the Commission’s 
case — could yet become a poli- 
tical casualty of the 1963 assas- 
sination in Dallas. — (ZNS) 



